Homily for APCM Service 17t May 2026 (RW)

Readings: Acts 1: 6-14 and Romans 12: 1-8

Today, as we celebrate all the wonderful ministry that took place in

St Paul’s throughout 2025, the apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans
reminds us where frue success lies: not in the growing numbers in a
congregation, not in the well-maintained building, not in recognition of all
we do for others, but in the offering of ourselves to God.

What does Paul mean to Present your bodies as a living sacrifice”?
| think it is when we give ourselves up and allow the Holy Spirit to
transform us into people that desire to serve and are shaped by love, so
that our accomplishments don’t define us, but flow from who we have
become by God'’s grace.

We are reminded that we belong to one body which worships through
the expression of many different gifts. Some are called to lead, some to
teach, some to encourage, some to serve quietly behind the scenes. But
a body only functions really well when all of its parts are joined together.
Parts of bodies don’t tend to work well when they are severed.

As an OT working in a hospital in Greenwich | spent time on a stroke
ward for a few months. Some of the patients who were admitted had lost
all function down one side of the body. We encouraged visitors to sit on
the affected side because often the patient would ignore that part of
themselves, as if it no longer belonged to them - and we wanted to
encourage them to recognise that it was still a vital part of them.

Everyone Christian belongs to the body of Christ.
Everyone has a part to play, even if that part is to have the grace to
be cared for by the rest of the body.

Never think you don’t belong. Never think the part you play doesn’t
matter. The whole body matters and together we function as a ‘living
sacrifice’ to the Lord Jesus Christ.

So today we give thanks and celebrate what God has done here in 2025,
and is doing through us ordinary people as we exercise the gifts we have.

And may the people God has planted here continue to bless this parish
for many years to come. Amen.



