
Sermon 30th January 2021 (SC) 
The Song of the Sea - “Through the Waters”   

 
Exodus 15: 1-18 
 
In 2006, the world-famous operatic tenor Luciano Pavarotti died, and within days of his death 
the record company Decca released the album, Luciano Pavarotti: The Ultimate Collection. I 
know this, because I bought the album, twice in fact. And to this day, I am not convinced it was 
one of my better album purchases. Anyway, the point is, whether you are a soloist, or part of a 
band, if you have a long enough, and established enough career, in time you too may well be 
honoured with a greatest hits album. Now, a greatest hits album is a great entry point for new 
fans. So, for example, if like me you missed the Beatles first time around, their greatest hits 
album is a helpful starting point.  
 
But there’s always a point of friction between the newbie fans, and the die-hard fans who have 
followed someone’s career from the very beginning. And the argument goes something like this: 
“a greatest hits album is all very well, but it takes everything out of context, you don’t get to 
appreciate how they developed as musicians. If you really want to appreciate their work, you 
need to buy their original albums.” 
 
Now, why do I mention this? – Well because over the next few weeks, we are going to look at 
some of the songs in the Bible. And you might be thinking at this point, that this means we are 
going to be looking at the Psalms, which are after all a hymnbook. The Psalms are historic Israel’s 
songbook. Or to use the worst ever Bible analogy in the history of preaching, the Psalms are 
ancient Israel’s greatest hits album. And like the paper insert of an old CD, the Psalms contain 
the song lyrics to the entire album.  
 
Terrible analogies to one side, as expansive as the Psalms are, they are not the only songs in the 
Bible. There are of course others. And it is to these hidden gems we shall turn. In the next few 
weeks, we are going to look at the songs which never made the greatest hits album.  
 
These are the songs in the Bible which seem to come without warning, interrupting a story, 
pointing out the significance of the event which has just happened. Such that, if you were to 
move or rearrange these songs, it would be to separate them from the event they are trying to 
describe. These are not stand-alone chart toppers, but musical narrations. And they are not 
written to record the historical detail of these events, but rather to examine their meaning for 
the faith of the community.  And today, we come to the first of these songs, the Song of Moses. 
And we must begin by asking, “what is the event which it narrates?” And here is where it gets 
interesting.  
 
The song of Moses begins at precisely the point where most of the movies finish. We may be 
familiar with the story of Moses, how God called out to the prince and outlaw from the midst of 
the burning bush and summoned him to lead his chosen people out from Egypt, the house of 
Slavery, to freedom in the promised land. We may remember the hard-hearted Pharaoh, the ten 
plagues, the sombre mood of the first Passover, and the flight from Egypt. You may remember 
Pharaoh hardening his heart that one last time, mustering his iron chariots to chase down the 
Israelites as they made their journey through the midst of the Red Sea. But what happened 
next? Well, the Song of Moses is the musical narration, the musical response to Israel’s 
deliverance from Pharaoh’s army, as the waters of the Red Sea close over the Egyptians. 
 



And the song falls in two halves. A reflection on what God has done, and an exploration of what 
this means for the community going forward.  
 
Verses 1 and 2: “I will sing to the Lord,  for he is highly exalted. Both horse and driver   he has 
hurled into the sea. The Lord is my strength and my defense;    he has become my salvation. 
He is my God, and I will praise him,    my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
 
And then the second half begins in verse 13: “In your unfailing love you will lead    the people you 
have redeemed. In your strength you will guide them    to your holy dwelling.” 
 
Now here’s the big theological question: “So what?” “So what?” 
 
And here’s the key. This song marks an important transition in the history of the Hebrew people. 
It defines a marked change in the way we as readers identify, and refer to, the people of Israel. 
Up until this point, the Hebrews have been slaves in Egypt, but now they are wanderers in the 
wilderness. This is the transition point, where God moves from leading the people out of Egypt, 
to guiding the people toward the promised land. And this enormous shift, from leaving Egypt to 
moving toward the Promised Land is marked by this song. There is something about passing 
through the waters of the Red Sea which forever changes the identity of God’s people, no longer 
slaves, but a people on the move. 
 
And as important as this shift is in the story of the Scriptures, what does this transition mean for 
us?  
 
A moment ago, at Isaac’s baptism, we prayed over the water. And we recalled the journey of the 
Israelites through the waters of the Red Sea. And that of course is no coincidence. Because in 
baptism, we speak that journey over ourselves. In baptism, we acknowledge that it is the Cross 
of Jesus Christ which spans the Red Sea in the experience of our Faith, it is the Cross which holds 
back the turbulent waters to grant us safe passage. It is the Cross which marks a turning point in 
our own journey of faith, whereby the Lord leads us out of Egypt, and turns our feet toward the 
promised land. It is the cross which rescues us from the sins which pursue us, to set our feet on 
steady ground. Or as St Paul put it in the New Testament: how God removes us from the 
dominion of darkness to the Kingdom of his Son whom he loves. 
 
Now, here’s a question. After the crossing of the Red Sea, was the Israelite’s journey to the 
Promised Land straightforward? Was it easy? No, it was not. And although by faith, we pass 
through the waters of the Red Sea, many challenges are before us.  
 
And here’s my point. In baptism, we are defined by the journey God has set us on. We transition 
from being led out of Egypt, to guided toward the Promised Land. From a place of darkness 
toward God’s everlasting embrace. But Baptism also gives us a responsibility. It really does 
matter how we support each other on the road.  
 
And so today, I want to finish with this challenge. Today we welcome and celebrate Daniel, Toyin 
and Isaac, but if you have been baptised, today is a reminder of the responsibility we have to 
each other, to encourage each other on the road ahead. Yes, by God’s grace we have passed 
through the troubled waters of the Red Sea, but the adventure is just beginning. Yes, by God’s 
grace we have begun a journey, but how we encourage each other from here on out really 
matters. So today, why don’t you recommit to the promises spoken over you at your baptism, by 
supporting your neighbour on the road ahead, in this our exciting anniversary year.  


