Isaiah 6: 1-8	Sermon Mission Impossible	Luke 10: 1-11, 16-17 
(Mission Impossible mock ‘stunt’)
We, in the church, have a Mission that God has called us to.
Sometimes it feels like ‘Mission Impossible’. 
When God calls us to join in His mission, we have the option to accept or decline.

In the Mission Impossible action films, Tom Cruise is agent Ethan Hunt, and at the beginning of each film he hears the words:
Your Mission, should you choose to accept it is…’
Ethan always accepts the challenge and the adventure starts…. The hero has all sorts of gadgets, tools, money and people resources available to him when he sets out.

(Children’s part of talk)
I wonder if some of you have set out on a journey. Are you well prepared?
I have my suitcase all ready.
I’m going on an adventure, abroad, near some mountains and the sea.
What do you think I have packed? (See Checklist)
None of the items suggested are in the case
What might be a problem if I was going to travel but I took nothing with me? 
· I would go hungry 
· Have nowhere to stay 
· Clothes would become tatty and smelly
· I would not enjoy it! 
Jesus told 72 of his followers to go travelling to different towns that he was going to visit after them. In the places where the people of the town welcomed them, they were to  ‘Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you’.  They were to announce the good news of God’s arrival; this would be accompanied by miraculous signs.
But they are not to be self-sufficient. They are to rely on other people to meet their needs and on God to make the mission succeed.
As they journey to many towns in pairs there are no guarantees, because they are sent without provision or protection. I wonder why Jesus did this?
Introduction: Well, unless you hadn’t guessed from both our readings today, the theme, which is part of ‘Our journeys with God’ sermon series, is that of people being sent by the Lord, to carry out God’s Mission.
God is already on a mission and he invites US to join him.
In our Bible reading there were 72 people sent out, but there are more than 72 people here today. There are many of us here invited to join God’s mission, ‘should we choose to accept it,’ and many people beyond these walls whom God wants to reach - a whole harvest of people in fact.
Notice that Jesus didn’t send them out alone. He put them in pairs. We are rarely called to do what God asks of us entirely by ourselves. The reason we gather as church is so that we have each other to accompany us on our journey.

I wonder what the 72 felt as they set out.

· What fears might they have had?
· What happens if we are rejected or ridiculed?
· What happens if we can’t afford this?
· What happens if we run into danger?


Sometimes we face a mission that God calls us to do and we imagine, mistakenly, that because it is of God it should be an easy journey.  This is often not the case.

We are not called to a life of ease and comfort - we are called into a journey of adventure, throughout which Christ has promised to accompany us.
Jesus was not overly reassuring to the 72 he sent out! He said, Luke 10 Verse 3: 
‘Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves!’

This isn’t really what we want to hear when God sends us. We want him to tell us that all with go smoothly, there will be no danger or discomfort ahead.But the reality is, on our journey’s with God, we may encounter all kinds of rejection, opposition and even danger. It is not a mission for the faint-hearted, this Christian journey.
In fact, sometimes it will feel like Mission Impossible. I think, if I am brutally honest, that we currently know what ‘Mission Impossible’ feels like at St Paul’s.We are faced with an enormous challenge ahead as our church turns into a building site sometime at the end of the year. We have such a journey ahead of us as we move forward with God’s vision.  
Initially we attempted to do this all more simply, seeing it as a heating failure to be sorted in the fastest, easiest way. But we were seeking God’s Vision well before the heating project, and the more we prayed, the more the project and vision collided. And now, as the Vision grows, we’re right in the thick of God’s mission.  And it is a mighty uncomfortable journey, especially for me as the leader.
It would be so much easier if we could have spent a few years preparing for this - fundraising and gathering resources until we had enough for the project.

How comfortable it would have been to be fully prepared and fully resourced first!
We would be reassured because we would know that we had the money to complete all the spin-off projects that are growing from replacing the heating.  If we had time, we could have scheduled it so that the disruption could happen in convenient stages, or during a summer time, rather than rushing to get everything done this year.

But all we have is each other.
And, of course, God.
Just as the 72 each had a companion and God when they went on their mission.

We enter this journey with comparatively very little in the way of material and financial resources. We are going to face huge disruption at a cold time of the year; there is real danger that during this work our congregation will shrink because of the challenges we face. 
It is a time of unknowing.
The 72 went out not knowing what was ahead. I think it must have felt like they were journeying in the dark.

Jesus sends them out to the towns and instructs them to take nothing. Don’t prepare. Don’t have bags and money and supplies, just get on with the mission.
I wonder how they felt? It was a real test of their faith.

They were given instructions to go to the towns Jesus would later visit and to tell people that the kingdom of God is near. They were to accompany this message with miraculous signs by healing the sick. But Jesus warned them that they might not encounter people of peace. Some towns might reject them and they will have to leave places that were hostile.
They really were facing a journey of challenge.

We are going to enter a difficult time in the autumn/winter. There is real danger that we will get on each other’s nerves during the building works. Some of us might question if it was all really necessary. Others might avoid coming because they can no longer meet in the church.

· We won’t have access to the Chapel. Right now I have no idea what that means for Morning Prayer on Wednesdays and Fridays, as the halls will be used by the Preschool.

· We won’t have access to the chancel, and so Holy Communion will be very different.

Do we trust that God will hold us in this time?
Do we trust that he will provide the resources we need?
Do we believe that even during this time of uncertainty we will see God doing incredible things in people’s lives?

But look at the passage.
The 72 went out empty handed; no money, no food, no provisions. They just went with obedient hearts and trusted God to be with them.
Jesus predicted that there would be places where people would provide for them what they would need. There would be sufficiency because they were doing God’s work - and God honours what is done for his kingdom.
They would be given places to stay where they would be welcomed.  There would be encounters with people of peace who would receive their message with joy.
What seemed impossible for Jesus’ followers would become possible, because they did not go in their own strength or rely on their own resources. They may have had an absence of provisions, but not an absence of God. 
…And they returned with joy because God had provided all they needed, and made the mission possible. 
Jesus invites us to join him on what often seems like an Impossible Mission, but is anything impossible for God?

Jesus’ rationale for sending the 72 out empty-handed means they cannot not rely on their security, possessions, supplies or ability.  All that they do, all that they achieve, they do in the power and authority Jesus gives them.
They return jubilant! The mission was more than successful.
They have experienced first hand the power of God to protect them, to provide for them and to enable them to proclaim the good news to many.

It is not insignificant that they were sent to towns that Jesus planned on visiting. Their mission was to go to people who were ready to hear that God’s kingdom is near. They were preparing the way for the Lord. Their mission - and they ‘chose to accept it’ - was to do their part, and Jesus would come after them to bring God’s kingdom closer.
Jesus says:
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few’

There are so many people outside these walls who do not know the power of the risen Christ in their lives. But we do! There is a ‘harvest’ out there. This is why I believe the ‘Heating Project’ was always God’s Vision. Because what we have is a precious gift of a church, with a huge space and a fantastic congregation - and a mission to share it with others. It is our mission:
To go on this journey that God has called us to. 
~ Where there is a lack
~ where there is uncertainty ahead
~ where there is danger
But we journey in Christ’s strength, and with his authority. And when we have done our part, when we have gone ahead and got this place ready, I believe Jesus will follow… and God’s mission will continue in this parish.

God’s Mission is a mission of love.
God’s mission is to bring about transformation in lives and flourishing within creation… 
· In places where life is dark, Christ will bring light.

· In places where relationships are broken, we are to bring restoration through Jesus.

· In situations of hurt, we are to bring God’s healing.

· Where there is injustice, we are to bring God’s just rule.

· Where there is no hope, we are to bring the hope of Jesus Christ


It may seem mountainous
But we know what God can do with people of faith who face  mountains. Matthew 17:20 Jesus says:

‘For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.’

One last thing…

In the passage read from the Old Testament, the prophet encounters the Lord God almighty, and Isaiah recognises that he is so unworthy & so inadequate next to God.  But when he is touched by a coal from the altar, and his sin is wiped away, he becomes worthy for any mission that God has ordained:

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!”  
The mission, should we choose to accept it, is waiting for us.

May we not look at what seems impossible, but look to the One who makes all things possible.    And may we, like Isaiah, embrace God’s mission and cry out:    

'Here am I. Send me!’
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