SERMON – 21ST JUNE 2026 – FATHERS’ DAY
A prayer to start: May these words be your words, Lord and to your glory.
Well, Good Morning!
Good morning on Father’s Day. A day of celebration initiated in the United States to celebrate fathers, which became a national holiday in the US under legislation signed in 1972 by Richard Nixon…We have no such national holiday, but we do mark the day.
So, it is interesting to note that the Common Worship Lectionary of the Church of England has the set Gospel reading from Matthew’s Gospel from Chapter 10 which has verse 35 saying:
‘For I have come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’
Continuing in verse 36 to say: ‘A man’s enemies will be the members of his own household’.

So with that backdrop, welcome again to Father’s Day!

As ever, the context of Jesus’s words is key to grappling with them. At the beginning of chapter 10 the twelve disciples were gathered and sent out by Jesus to go to the lost sheep of the people of Israel to preach ‘The Kingdom of Heaven has come near’.
Matthew names the twelve, and for the first time calls them the 12 Apostles, in Chapter 10 verse 2. Jesus instructs the twelve in verse 14 that if ‘anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or town and shake the dust off your feet’.
In verse 16, Jesus tells the twelve’ I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore, be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves’. Jesus talks starkly that persecution is to be expected.
And that brings us to the passage Anthea read to us. 
So here we have the first briefing and sending out of the twelve – until now the twelve have been tagging along while Jesus leads.
And that’s an enormous change and challenge for the twelve. This is the first time Jesus has sent them out on their own; this bunch of people collected by Jesus to be his disciples. A bunch of ordinary people; ordinary, that is, until they were called by God into His service. And equipped by God to do His work. 
We are ordinary people here, gathered to worship together. If anything I say today chimes with you, speaks to you or prompts questions, come and talk to Rachel or Alison or me afterwards.

So, change and challenge are what I’m concentrating on today, and how our two passages help us look at our lives and how we look at our relationship with Jesus. And perhaps this would be a good time to explain my journey to be speaking to you this morning, in the context of feeling called to closer relationship with the Lord. Anne and I have worshipped at St.Paul’s for forty years or so, and done various things to help, but some unexpected things happened in 2022. Having been pointed in June to the Rochester Diocese website to find out about an ‘Everyday Faith’ initiative, I found nothing helpful about that at all, but I did find a small notice about the Bishop’s Certificate course providing a year and a half of ministry training. It looked interesting, and I went to Simon Couper, our vicar at the time, and said ‘I’ve come across this, Simon, looking for something else, and it looks interesting; what do you think?’. Simon didn’t say much at the time, and I left it with him to consider. A couple of days later, I had a call from Jane Winter, who was looking after Diocesan training for lay people, to invite me to the Induction Day that Saturday for the Bishop’s Certificate course starting in September. So I went, as I always do as I’m told, and started training in September 2022. 
One other thing, if you’ll indulge me just a bit more, is to talk about formation, because it fits with the ‘change’ theme I mentioned. Those of us on the course had to assemble a ‘Formation Team’ which sounds a bit like ballroom dancing. Sandra Horner and Eric Barney kindly agreed to be my team, along with Simon. And I went with Sandra to a gathering to hear about ‘formation’.  It made little sense to me (and I think to Sandra) at the time, but looking back over the three years of training, I was formed and changed gradually in my heart. The three years was a wonderful balance of learning and formation; a life changer. And proof that a sense of calling can happen at any age, fortunately!

But back to our passage in Matthew. Jesus was always a disruptor, always railing against injustice and always willing to act. One of the examples of that in the Easter Experience we put on for Worsley Bridge Pre-school children is Jesus overturning the money changers tables in the Temple Court – about where I’m standing, as it happens. And he’s disrupting again in today’s passage.
Jesus reminds the twelve that following Him has consequences. Jesus is asking the twelve ‘Where does your heart lie? What is your priority?’ And he is asking us the same question. It’s a question to take away and reflect on; maybe you can challenge yourself with a question ‘is some change needed?’.
So it’s in the context of change and challenge and priorities that Jesus says in verse 37: ‘Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me’. Followed by ‘Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me.’ 
These are tough challenges – tough for the twelve and tough for us to hear and act on. But Jesus knew that what he had to say, and who he was, were life changing and he needed to catch people’s attention. And he certainly did that! I encourage you to reflect on all this.

Our passage from Romans also talks of challenge and change. Paul is writing after the death and resurrection of Jesus, and he relates that to us by stating that following Christ involves dying to sin and being reborn to live a new life. In chapter 6, Paul talks about our personal relationship with Christ’s death and the new life in Christ that this gives us.
Paul explains his thesis in different ways to try to help us understand. I find verse 11, at the end of the passage we read, helpful: ‘In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus’.
Fundamental change in our lives is what Paul is talking about; a change to bring us alive to God in Christ Jesus. As Jesus said in John’s Gospel Chater 10 verse 10: ‘I have come in order that you might have life – life in all its fullness’.

But do these passages have relevance to us as a church, as a as well as to us as individuals? How do we as a church approach challenge and change? We have been placed unexpectedly in a situation of challenge and change because the church heating broke last October. It does seem strange to mention broken heating on a sweltering day!
But the heating project, which is proceeding apace, which is essential, creates opportunities to consider change which simply would not have arisen without the disruption caused by the heating failure. So come to the gathering on 28th June and play your part in the discussion. We have all been put in this place as God’s people here, to play our part in God’s mission. And that is so exciting and full of hope. And let’s grapple with challenge and change together as a fellowship: our verse for the year from Proverbs 3 continues to hold us fast:
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight’. 
Amen


 

