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Mothering Sunday - 22nd March

8:00 am        -     Holy Communion

10:30 am     -     Holy Communion

 5:00 pm       -     Evening Worship

Palm Sunday - 5th April 

Mon 6th and Wed 8th April

9:00 pm     -     Evening Prayer with Lenten Reflections

Maundy Thursday - 9th April

Good Friday - 10th April

Holy Saturday - 11th April

Easter Sunday - 12th April

10:30 am - 12:30 pm     -    Families Together Easter Special

6:30 pm for 7:00 pm      -    Supper and Holy Communion

(Evening meal remembering the Passover and Last Supper)

12:00 noon     -     2:00 pm   Church open for interactive prayer space

 2:00 pm           -     Good Friday Service

2:00 pm  onwards    -     Church Open for prayer

8:00 am        -     Holy Communion

10:30 am     -     Family Communion Service

EASTER SERVICES 2020

10:30 am    -     All Age Service

@stpaulsbeckenham
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WE COLLECT FOR FOODBANK

We support the local charities, 

Living Well, Bromley 

Christians Against Poverty (Penge)  

If you would like to join with us in making a donation this Easter,

the following items are in particular demand:

 

 

Longlife milk, tinned meat and fish, tinned vegetables (peas and

sweetcorn are favourites), tinned tomatoes, tinned fruit, sugar,

mash, rice (microwaveable is the most popular), toiletries,

washing tablets/washing powder and toilet rolls.

 

Donations gratefully received at the office Monday to Thursday 

9:30 am - 1:00 pm or at the vicarage outside office hours.  

 

We shall be having a special Easter foodbank collection on 11th/12th

April and should be grateful for your donations that weekend and in

advance.

 

Please contact the Church Administrator on 020 8650 0501 if you

have any queries.  Many thanks for your support.

 

A Story 

for our Times

People love stories. Whatever our age or

background, whether its ancient myths or the

latest series on Netflix, we are being shaped

by stories all the time. Part of what makes a

story so compelling is the setting, the time

and place in which the drama unfolds. The

setting gives the plot a sense of coherence

and context, providing the point of reference

that helps us to connect with the characters.

Knowing something about the world our

heroes inhabit, helps us to sympathise and

identify with them. Interestingly, we don’t

have to live in the same places or times to

make this connection. We don’t live in a

dystopian “multiverse,” but that didn’t stop

Avengers: Endgame from being the top

grossing film of 2019. We don’t know from

first-hand experience the gruelling realities of

life on the Western Front, but that didn’t

prevent 1917 from winning three Oscars

earlier this year. The point is, we can be far-

removed from the setting of these stories and

yet nonetheless be shaped by them in very

real and powerful ways.
 

So what about the setting of the greatest of

all stories, the true events of Easter? All too

often we tell ourselves that the great distance

of time, the two millennia which have since

passed, is too big a gap to traverse. We tell

ourselves we can’t connect with a story that

is so old. And yet, when we open a book or

turn on the TV, we find we can easily connect

with stories set just as far into the future, or

identify with narratives located in completely

 different galaxies. If we can do this with

fiction, why can’t we do this with history?

Why can’t we do this with the truth? To help

us reconnect with the hero Jesus of

Nazareth, we can reimagine his setting in our

own more familiar surroundings. The Easter

story unfolded within a relatively small area.

Jesus’ triumphal entry - riding into Jerusalem

on a donkey, the horrors of the crucifixion,

and the hope and joy of the resurrection all

took place in a setting smaller than

Beckenham! The walled city of Jerusalem in

the 1st Century was roughly a mile across at

its widest point. To put that in perspective,

the full drama of the Easter story, the very

story which changed the world, could fit into

the space between New Beckenham

Station and Beckenham Junction: between

St Paul’s Church Brackley Road and 

St George’s! In the grand scheme of things,

the first Easter played out on a small stage,

and yet it continues to transform lives the

world over.
 

As Easter approaches, remember, every

time you open a book or binge-watch a

series online, you are connecting with

characters and being shaped by stories. So

why not reconnect with history, with truth,

with Jesus of Nazareth?  Be shaped by the

message of the death and resurrection of

the Son of God. As the Scripture says:
 

For God so loved the world that he

gave his one and only Son, that whoever

believes in him shall not perish but

have eternal life.  For God did not send his

Son into the world to condemn the world,

but to save the world through him.

John 3:16-17.

With every good wish, 

Rev. Simon

Get in touch: St Paul's Contact Details
 

Vicar : Rev. Simon Couper : 020 8650 3400  -  vicar@stpaulsbeckenham.org.uk 
 

Administrator : Stephanie Fox : 020 8650 0501  -  admin@stpaulsbeckenham.org.uk
 

Office Hours : 9:30am  -  1:00pm Monday - Thursday 
 

Address : St Paul's Church Office, Lawn Road, Beckenham, BR3 1TP
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The Vicar Interviews ...

Care in the Community professional, Hazel Koungoue 

What drew you into the caring profession?

 

I was working in the legal profession, and I saw

a job advertisement in the local paper. My

mother, some years before had said I would

make a good carer, but I thought “no way!” But

I felt prompted to contact the people listed in

the ad. I felt God calling me to care for others

as a way of practically living out my faith.

What do you love about your job?

 

It doesn’t matter who you are, where you’re

from, or what you have - we are all Human

Beings, and we all need support. It is a privilege

to draw alongside families or individuals, who I

would never otherwise have the opportunity to

meet.  No two days are the same, and my role

gives me the opportunity to meet people and

share my faith through the way I care for

others.

What is the most challenging aspect to your job?

 

The emotional side of it can be draining.  The

nature of the job means you are often called to 

support a family in a time of crisis, when

things at home for whatever reason have

become very challenging.  When someone I

work with passes away, there has to be a

sense of professional distance.  Nonetheless,

you make connections and relationships with

the people you work with, and you do feel a

sadness.

As a society we are becoming more aware of the

challenge of loneliness, and its enormous

impact on our mental wellbeing. Is it a problem

that exists in Beckenham?

 

Yes, absolutely.  And in Beckenham there are

many types of loneliness.  There are plenty of

people who feel trapped at home after a

bereavement. But there are plenty of people

too, who commute to London and feel

trapped by the pressures of work, and have

no time to invest in relationships in the

community. That is another very real type of

loneliness.

 

[interview continued overleaf]

Townswomen's Guild

 

We meet in the church hall at 2:00 pm every

2nd Tuesday of the month to hear interesting

speakers.  On the 4th Tuesday we play

Scrabble, but not too seriously!  Please contact

Carol (8650 7105) or Joan (8650 2857) for

more details.  All women are very welcome to

join us.

Our popular Babies and Toddlers Group 

 meets Thursday mornings during term time,

11:00 am – 11:30 am in the church hall. 

 

 Come and meet other mums, dads,

grandparents, carers, with their babies and

toddlers.  We enjoy music, refreshments, toys

and activities.  Cost £1.  

 

A friendly space for all nationalities, all

languages, and all faiths.

Babies and Toddlers Group

Youth  Group

Our Sunday evening youth group is for 

anyone in academic  year 7 up (age 11+.) 

 

We meet every Sunday evening during term

time, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm in the church hall.  

 

Join us for food, fellowship and fun, as we

explore the Christian faith together.  Contact

vicar@stpaulsbeckenham.org.uk for more

details.

 

We meet in a friendly, informal atmosphere

every week during term time, at 2:45 pm in the

church hall.  We enjoy a variety of speakers

covering a wide range of topics, from spiritual

and devotional talks to hobbies and general

interest.  There is always time for tea and a

chat.  

 

Everyone is very welcome!

Wednesday Fellowship

 

Our garden is a space for the community,

open for the public to enjoy.  Come and sit

peacefully, read a book, or spend time with

the family.  If you would like to help with the

gardening, a team meets on the first Saturday

of the month, 10:00 am – 12 noon.

Church Garden
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Your Parish: What's on at St Paul'sHow can we be more alert to the issues of

hidden loneliness? What are some of the signs

to look out for?

 

In my experience, I find that the following

phrases can often, but not always, be a sign

that someone is lonely. The signs I look out

for in my job are when people say, “I’m ok,”

but you can clearly sense otherwise. “I’m not

sleeping very well” is another.  “The day

seems so long,” “I haven’t seen anyone in

days.”  Another common one is “Saturdays

are often the hardest,” and we must ask

ourselves, why are they finding it so tough?

What can I do?

 

We must become more aware of other people.

That means being physically present to others.

Look out for your neighbours. Notice if they’re

keen to engage in conversation.  Share a meal.

Be aware of what’s happening in the wider

community. What are the various networks in

the town, the church, sports clubs, interest

groups?  But of course, never wade in. Take

the time to listen, and to discern.  Take the time

to hear someone’s story.

Every month our ‘Families Together’ 

after-school event welcomes children and

their parents/carers to a fun session of story-

telling, crafts, activities, games and a meal.  

 

As it’s in the school holidays, our Easter event

will be on the morning of Thursday 9th April

10:30 am to 12:30 pm, with a bring-your-own

picnic lunch.  

 

Suitable for children up to year 6.  Cost £2.50

per child. You can find more details on the

church website.

Families Together

Planning a 

Church Wedding?

Are you looking for a church for your

wedding?  We should be delighted to help

you as you plan your wedding day, so please

do contact the Church Administrator,

Stephanie Fox, 020 8650 0501 for further

details.

St Paul's Community Choir is pleased to

present a Spring Concert on:

 

Saturday 21st March, 7:30 pm at 

St Paul's Church.

 

The programme will include a variety of items

including a short Haydn Mass and music by

Schubert, Howard Goodall, Brahms and

Franck.  No tickets required - free entry

including refreshments, with a retiring

collection for church funds.

Community Choir

Spring Concert

On Saturday 11th April we shall be decorating

the church from 10:00 am – 11:00 am, and the

church will be open from 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm.

 

Come and join us as we prepare to

celebrate the joyful occasion that is Easter

Day. 

Easter

Decorations

St Paul's Book Club . . .

. . .  meets the first Tuesday  morning of each

month, 10:30 am to 12 noon.   A book

previously picked by the group is discussed

and critiqued sociably.  Every six months

members bring poetry to read and

appreciate together.  

 

The club meets in the home of one of its

members.  If you are interested in joining,

please ring Liz on 020 8650 9699 for further

information.

Reaching Out

If you feel lonely, for whatever reason, please

don't hesitate to get in touch. 

 

We would be delighted to hear from you. 

 

Whether you wish to arrange a visit from a

member of the clergy or a Pastoral Assistant,

learn more about what's going on in the parish,

or wish to share a matter for prayer, we would

be pleased to help.  St Paul's is a church for the

community, so please don't be afraid to reach

out. (Our contact details can be found on 

page 6..)
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